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Lill min ser jakra dan il-libreft.

Billi bil bosta huma id-devoti tax-Xbija
ghaziza ta S. Maria Damascena li tinsab
fil Cnisia Parrocchiali tar-Rit Grieg-Catto-
licu tal Belt Valletta, ahna hsibna u rajna
li tcun uisk hagia sabieha illi nicthd li
Storia tahha bil malti, u l'actarnett issa
li korbot il festa tac-centinariu. Ghalece
nittamau 1i dan il ftit xoghol, 1i ahna ma
ghamilniehx ghal hag'ohra hlief biss ghal
gieh ta Sidtna Ommna Maria Santissima,
icun milkuh mill cotra chira ta daun id-
devoti u jakrau bil herka dina 1i storia
uisk sabieha ta din il ghaziza Xbija mi-
racolusa ; fli stess hin ucoll nittamau u
nixtieku 1i ta xgholna ma nifhmu ebda
hlas iehor hlief biss li narau deijem tin-
xtered u toctor id-devozioni lejn il Ma-
donna : u la darba dan hua hsiebna u din
hi xeukitna, ahna ma ghandna ebda biza
li il Madonna ma ixxerridx il barca tahha
fukna u fuk il karreija collha ta dana ic-
c'chejn librett; fli stess hin ucoll fuk il
ghaziza gzira tghana Malta & %
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halli natu dakxejn ta hiel c’chejchen duar
din il Cnisja.

Din il Cnisia ma tantx fiha x'jig’bdec
chemm minn barra u chemm minn geuua,
hia Cnisia c'chejena 1li fiha jinsabu tliet
artali : f'artal tan-nofs 1i kighed taht por-
ticu mimli collu colonni u gqnadri zghar
antichi colla pittura ta stil grieg u stil
bizantin, jinsab it-Tabernaclu; in-nahha
tal-lemin jizsab l'artal tax-Xbija miraco-
lusa ta Santa Maria Damascena ; il quadru
1i hemm f'dan l'artal jirrappresenta il Ma-
donna bil Bambin fi hdana, izda minn
dan il quadru ma jidrux hlief il uice tal
Madonna u tal Bambin li tant chemm hua
xoghol antic tista tgheid li huma suued,
barra minn uicciom jidhru ucoll idejhom,
u il bkija ta dauna iz-zeug figuri hua
collox imghotti bil fidda u b’hagiar 'ac-
tar prezzius. Uiehed cull nabha ta dan
I'artal hemm ucoll zeug quadri cbar fuk
it-tila, 1i uiehed minnhom fieh pingiut is-
safra miracolusa ta dan il quadru ghaziz
minn geuua il belt ta Damascu ghal Rodi ;
u liehor fieh ippitturat chif dan li stess
gquadru chien mehud b'festa l'actar cbira
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dac 1i ghedna.

Ma nafux ghal liema ragiuni li gio din
il (nisia, zmien ilu, chienet tinsab ucoll
reliquia sabieba ta I'ld ta Banta Teotiete,
xbejba vergini minn Lesbes, li dina chie-
net giet migiuba minn Rodiminn Nobbli
Nicola Procatumeno fis-sena 1530. Dinal'ld
ta din il Kaddisa chienet kabel icconser-
vata geuua il Cnisja ta San Nicola tal
Birgu, li chienet wahda mit-tliet Parrocei
tal Grieghi. Izda mion dina ir-reliquia
illum ma ghadx hemm hlief biceia ¢'chej-
coa.

Fdina il Cnisia tinsab wucoll imuakkfa
sa mis-sena 1659 minn 1'Iskof Bslagper, il
Tratellanza ta Cristu Irxuxtat. Tinsab ucoll
dic il nisk sabieha statua ta L'Irzoxt, Ii
hi opra l'actar famusa ta dac il cbir scul-
tur malti il Gafa. Nisthajlu abna licull
min kighed jakra din li storia c¢'chejena,
jgheid li tabilhakk li m'ahniex nghag’-
g'buha meta nghejdu 1i dina hia l'isbah
statua li tinsab gio Malta. U chif le, jece
meta thares lejn dic il figura tfa Cristu
1i donnoc kghed tarah imtaijar ghal geuuna
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Izda ma incunux nitkarku meta nghejdu
illi uahda minn l'actar xbijet gheziez li
tighor fiha il qualitd 1i ghedna hia tabil-
hakk dic iz-xbija ghaziza u miracolusa
ta Santa Maria Damascena.

Ahna mill hila c'chejena tghana sejrin
nigbru dina li storia sabieha u tal ghageb
minn fuk dac li chitbu kabilna I'ahjar
chittieba, uw dana sejrin nghamluh, bhal
ma gia ghedna fuk “Lil min ser jakra
dan il-librett”, m’hux ghal hag'ohra hlief
biss ghal gloria ta Maria Santissima, u
biex ucoll nuru bic-ciar 1i cull ma kghe-
din nghejdu hua verissmu. Nibdeu mela
din li storia :—

Geuua il belt ta Damascu sa minn zmie-
nijet bil bosta kodma chienet tinsab mik-
juma xbija ghaziza u sabieha tal Madonna
bil Ban.bin fi hdanha. Dina ix-xbija fil-
leun tahha hia samra, u chif minn dejjem
inghad chienet pinginta minn idejn I'E-
vangelista San Luka. L'insara collha ta dauc
I'inhaui chellhom ghal din ix-xbija kima u
imhabba l'actar cbira; tant hua hece li
bit - talb tahhom chienu jakilghu bosta
grazzi u privileggi. Izda jahasra, zmien

.
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uara, il belt ta Damascn uakghet fidejn

it-Torce ghedenus char ta I'insara, u ghal
dakshece il Fidi y ir-Religion nisranija
bdeu jintfen bil ftit il £tit sa chemm geu

imxandra ma cul-
hemmx bzonnp nghejdu,
li die ix-xbija ghaziza tal Madonna giet
ucoll minsija ghal collox ¢ abbandunata
minn Pinsara colla ta Damasecu,

ela — isimghu i] ghageb ta dina ix-
xbija — daura ta xi sena uara li il belt
ta Damascu chienet uakghet fidejn it-
Toroe, din il ghaziza xbhija tal Madonna,
uehida bla hatt Xejn ma messa b’idejh,
blampa mimlija biz-zejt mixghula kud-
diema, tbieghdet minp Damaseu u gha-
mlet  viegg tuil fuk il bahar, miexja
dejjem fuice il bahar bid-daul jixghel
kuddiema,

Giara, illi xi whud 1 chienu ibahhru
{uk bastiment ta] klubh #'daun Iinhaui, u
li imbghad serveu ta xhieda fuk dan il
¢bir miraclu, chienu lemhu mal-lejl bhal
daul ciar u kauui Jigri fuk wice il bahar
f'imchien ma xi hag'ohrs 1j bl'ebda mod

— 11 —

: ietom
j x’chienet. Daun giek
ma ?etg%;i“aj,g}liaggllitghu il cnregta hz?géiﬁ
_xeuha. c’chien den il ghageb ; gdan o
ol }ctl'cment dauru pruuaﬂle;n dom 20"
F 1*k:)akﬂ"lm mixjin deijem ]iet o
dea iohw. izda xeukithom bakg o
nalhha v hax dac id—daul_lgatthn:i .
mﬁflm;}iﬁaﬁu%. Uara hbagna ggllllla 1gc§1b;{ 2
: i ratehu kalbhom ) 3
3 fﬁlinuhlaﬁz {'ahharnett rau {;1 ngi:]zhie-
3 lud‘,ehel geuua port 1i hum S
dact s 1:fu ta, liema arb chlezn. dhatbeco
dlor .3a ibdu lejn dan il port u paz zer
dlone gll‘n‘hada fil ghodu sabuf1 ahhom
1}1&1{ o thé. Rodi. Izda.’d_aun_a ﬁ bahrin
& gzn;gu uisk actar b‘dm il ar%a ,5 -
priat ragiun, il ghaliex kgtt,_ Seta
ghello;ﬁi h?lma, jghamlu dac ﬂﬁ lag‘%ehma
lm?fl : s tulec ja lejl, u ileo L e
tulhdar,ﬂ stkarreu iili dana‘ma &3@e 2%
bag hra hlief miracolu l'actar o cia
hag'o rt dsn id-daul misterius, ¢ Jeau gla
In}fa?l "neoll xi nies _h chienu e
TN tal port ta Rodi, u daun ein
o n dauc il bahrin nglmh;abqex e
kisé;g’;n greu -dlonc lejn il belt bi
g s




b dd u 1
d {1 II ( uadl 3 1

All
3 ghal dan il ohip miracoln

a H‘u'Il bidn ¢
Rodi f'daea iz—zmﬁzﬁen?hiiil%
i e

alhece j '
¢ il Gran Mast_ru Aimehien
rdni, b'fegts ta i’?rf

— 13 —

ghamlu processioni gabieha
1 poplu collu tal gzira uasslu
t-xatt ghal geuua il Cnisja
(Conventuali ta San Givann li dac iz-zmien
chienet tinsab fRodi; u uara 1li huma
kgheduha fuk artal l'actar sabieh u ghani
ghamlula festa Tactar cbira, u minn dic
thhar il kuddiem il kima u id-devozioni
lejn din ix-Xbija bakghet deijem tizdied
minn jum ghal iehor.

Izda, ma chienx ghadda zmien uisk
minn daun il graija li gemmejna, meta
ghat-tieni darba dina ix-Xbija reg’'ghet
minn gdid tbieghdet uiehidha u marret
geuua Cnisia ohra 1i bil grieg hia imsejha
Simonitrea, igifieri tal Hniena, mnejn im-
bghad " hia ma reg'ghet katt 1zied tkan-
kiet minn loca. Daun il graija chienu
fs-sena 1475 ; u, fii stess loc fis-sena 1480
bneula Cnisia sabieha u. uisk acbar.
Iz-zmien chien ghaddej u il kima lejn
din ix-xbija uisk miracolusa;chienet ucoll
kgheda ticber deijem, u chemm 1'Ordni
a chemm il poplu chelthom uisk ghal’ kal-
bhom dan il quadiu ghaziz tal Madonna,
@ ta cull sena chienet issirila festa l'actar

V'actar chira
flimchien mal pe
dic ix-xbija mi
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Valletta; u, bhal ma gia ghedna fil bidu,

giet ucoll mibnija il Cnisja tal Grieghi,

il Cbarat ta 1'Ordni chienu hasbu sabiex

din ix-xbija miracolusa tal Madonna igi-

buba f'dina il Cnisja tal Belt il gdida.

Ghalece fis-sena 1587, dan il quadru chien

migiub minn geuua il Birgu fuk xini
minn I'ahjar u minn l'isbah I chellu I'Or-
dni, li dan chien imzeijen collu bil bnadar,

haxix o fiuri, u fost il hseijes ta sparar
ta canuni u ghaijat ta ferh u ciapcip ta
lidejn mill poplu collu ta Malta, fostid-
dakk tal kniepel collha tal cnejjes ta Malta,
cant u dakk ta strumenti 1i bdeu isem-
mghu musica l'actar helua : il quadru tal
Madonna chien kighed seuua seu fil poppa
ta din ix-zini 1i semmejna, imgholli fuk
pale micsi collu bid-damase ahmar bil fre-
nez_tad-deheb, u minr fuk imghotti minn
baldacchin ta harir w imbruceat ta gmiel
l'actar ebir; u mad-daura tal quadru chie-
nu jixilghu bosta dual ta torei cbar u
mahruk ucoll incens ta fuieha chira. Ma
duar dan ix-xini chien hemm wucoll bosta
dghaijes imzejnin bil bnadar u mimlijin
bin-nies jghajtu ghajjat ta ferh. Is-suar
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collha chif ucoll il bjut chienu fgati bi
hlejjak ta nies collha chemm huma jghaj-
tu u ixejru I'imeatar b’sinjal ta ferh.

Malli din ix-xini uaslet fix-xatt tal Belt
bdiet purcissioni I'actar sabieha u famusa
li bakghet miexja sal Cnisja tal QGrieghi,
u fiha hadu sehem : il Gran Mastru Car-
dinal Fra Ugo De-Verdala, il Gran Priur
ta 'Ordni Mons. Alfonso De-Domenicis bil
Clern tighu collu flimchien mal charat
collha tas-Sultan u mal charat ohra maltin,
u fl'ahbarnett ktaija cbar ta nies li geu
minn cull nahha ta] gzira chemm maltin
u chemm wucoll barranin. Insomma, dina
il purcissioni chien tasseu fiha x’tara, u dic
inhar fuk uice il poplu collu chien jidher
ferh l'izjed cbir.

Chif il quadru tal Madonna gie imuas-
sal fil Cnisja tal Grieghi, gie imkighed
f'dic il cappella tal-lemin fejn ghadu jin-
sab sal-lum,

Id-devozioni tal maltin lejn din il Ma-
donna bakghet ticher dejjem, u ta culljum
minn cull rocna tal gzira chienu jigiu
izuruha u jatuha kima, sa chemm mija u
tlieta u sebghejn sena vara, igifieri fis-
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li bieh ahna ucoll nittamau 1i inxerrdu
chemm nistghu id-devozioni lejn Ommuna
Maria Santissima taht it-titolu ta Santa
Maria Damascena.

Kabel ma natu it-tmiem, f'rigleje mela
ninxtehtu, u lilec inghejdu : Is-sliem gha-
lic o Vergni imbierca, is-sliem ghalic o
Omm ghaziza tghana, is-sliem ghalic o
Gharusa ta 1'Ispirtu Santu ; heceu chif
ahna haun mixhutin kuddiemec lile¢ ni-
tolbu li ixxerred fukna u fuk niesna il
barca tighee, zommna dejjem tahtil mant
tighec celesti, bighed minna cull ghaug u
cull hsara li tista tigri geuua paijisna ;
cun inti, o Omm ghaziza tghana 1i isser-
vina bhala targa contra I'ghedeuua illi
f'daun iz-zmienijet minn cull banda kghe-
din jimminacciauna, ehlisna e o Omm
hanina u bighed minn gio darna lil daue
collha li iridu jghamlulna hsara f'ruhna;
cun int o Vergni l'actar safja il veru mu-
dell tan-nisa tghana Ii £daun iz-zmienijet
halleu lid-demonju jisirkilhom l'actar ha-
gia sabieha 1i ghandu icollha il mara : il
misthija ; nissel geuua il kalb bierda
tghana ghall'ankas xrara biss uahda minn
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TALB

LI JINGHAD FIL QUINDICINA
TAT-TLUH FIS-SEMA
TAL

BEATA VERGNI MARIA

L’EUUEL JUM.
Niccuntemplaw il Cuncezioni tal Madonne.

Jinghadu 20 Pater, 20 Ave, Salve Regina
u Credu ; f'gieh dauc 1’20 sena li I'Tmkad-
dsin Gharajjes Giuacchin u Anna ghexu
bla ma chellhom ulied, kabel ma giet im-
nissla bla tebgha 1'Tmkaddsa Vergni Maria
li ghall'unur taghha napplicau is-Salve
Regina u il Credu ghal fidital Genituri.

IT-TIENI JUM.

Niccuntemplau it-Tuielid tal Madonna.

Jinghadu 9 Pater, 9 Ave u Credu f'gieh
daue id-9 xhur illi Sant’Anna giebet fil
giuf taghha lil Madonna: li dina chif
tuieldet ferrhet lid-dinja collha billi ¢hel-
lha teun il vera Omm t'Alla.

IT-TIELET JUM.
Niccuntemplau il Presentazioni tal Madonna
Jinghadu 86 Pater u 86 Ave f'gieh dauc
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meta chienet ippresentata fi

IR-RABA g UM,
N iccuntempla

u It stess -Presentazioni.
) Jingba'tdu 15 i

donna,
t-Tempiu,

argia.’ tat-
IL HAMES J UM.
Niccuntemplau li stess Presentazioni.
Jinfhadu 74 i1 pyy

er, 1} il Ave y 1, 1
Salve Reging f'gieh il berseveranza ta] Ma-
donna, fit-Tempin ghal kimg mkaddsa, gg
minn ety tg erbatax j] sena,

IS-SITT JuMm.
Niccuntemplau l'Annunziazioni tal Madonng

ater, 9 Ave u 9 Sqive Regina,
Diccunsidray dica I'Ahbar tq I'Anglu Gra.
biel 1j] Madonna, 1; uara disa xhur chellha
iggib fid-dinja 1i] Verb Etern Alla mghga-
mul Bniedem. :

IS-SEBA Jgum, |
N iecuntemplay, z-Zjara tql Madonna,
Jinghadu 7 Pater, ? Aye y 7y Salve Reging,

— 25 —

hienet
i il Madonna meta c
nipcup_mdrz_a,use%ala Doni ta li S‘p1111'tu n?gxl'lrg
g e 1t ohien I'Then t'Alla

i a ieirlD Santa Elizabetta. ’

o IT-TMIEN JUM.

: it-Tuelid ta Gesti Bambin
Niccuntempl?n%;ﬁt Iﬂadonna. e
i du 25 Pater, 25 Aveu ',i‘g AS;ci,ig o
Jingnd h dac il uisk helu \?ergni &
gmofn f]ifl;tl:m Alla mill Hdan
Xllgl;'ia. Santissima. i
R o ifania jeu il
y templaw il jum tfr,l Ep ahal o
iy lpMagi minn_ U'Orient gho B
Betlom J%’adomziani tahhom lil Gest i
Betl_em du 13 il Pater, 13 il Ave, 13ﬁ ti B
i 1%}redu, f'gieh il cbira L
i luten Magi li muasslin Ir_ng Wi
K oy Sda imxeu tlettax il jum bie m]uieled
CRE l?é—c‘chejchen Bambin gia 1,
A IL. GHAXAR JUM. St
Niccuntemplau il Purificazioni tal Ma

Credu jeu
i ter, 40 A:ue u

S ;{lgg}lﬁgﬁi Of;I;CiLe% dauc 1'40 jum ta uara
Salv ;
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it-Tuelid, meta il Madonng ippresentat 1i]
Gest fit-Tempiu biex tobdi il-ligj,

IL HDAX 1L, g UM.
Niccuntemplay 7] Kirda tq UInnocents.
Jinghadu 7 Pater, 7 Ave, 7 Salve Reging

u 7 Credijet f'gieh il harba minn Betlem
ghal Egittu ta Maria u Giuseppi, sabiex
jiscansau lil Bambin Geslt minp dica il
kirda tat-trahi Innocenti,

IT-TNAX I, J UM.
Niccuntemplaw I5] Gesit fost id-Duttusri

IT-TLIETTAX 17, JUM.
Niccuntemplaw 1t-Tieg ta Cang Galilea.
Jinghadu 14 il Pq ter, 1} il Ave u 6 Salve

Regina, f'gieh I'erbatax j] persuna, cioé :
tnax I'’Appostlu, Gesy u Maria 1i chienn

sitt giarar bl'ilma Pimbit Pactar taijeb, 1i
ghalhece jinghadu dauc is-sitt Salve Re-
gina ghal dan l'euue] Miraclu,

— 27—

L'ERBATAX IL J UM..
Niccuntemplau lil Gest Curczﬁss.P
inghadu 33 Pater u § Ave; ﬁt—3§’> ater
nigéﬁgsidrau il Hajja ta Sidna Gesti Cristu
ghal tlieta u tlietin sena, h_Hua..sp.mmqi
hom billi miet ghalina fuk is-Salib ; ill_
hames Ave huma f'gieh il hames du ufli}
l'izjed cbar li hasset Maria Sanglsmma
Passioni tal mahbub Binha Gesil.
IL, HMISTAX IL JUM.
Niccuntemplaw it-Tluh fis-Sema tc.zl Maf%(:inna
inghadu 63 Ave u 7 Pater, niccunsidrau
il {T:%:i%a collha ta Maria Santissima, ]uhh
uara tlieta u sittin sena'chienet imtellgha
is-Sema bir-Ruh u il Gisem.
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